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DON'T GO NEAR THE WATER  
By Johnny Cash 
 
         G                                                                     
FROM THE FOUNTAINS IN THE MOUNTAINS COMES THE WATER  
        D                  G 
RUNNING COOL AND CLEAR AND BLUE 
       G                                                                    
AND IT FLOWS DOWN FROM THE HILLS AND IT GOES DOWN  
       D                G 
TO THE TOWNS AND PASSES THROUGH 
        C                                                         G   
WHEN IT GETS DOWN TO THE CITIES THEN THE WATER TURN S INTO A DIRTY GREY 
     G                            D                           G  
IT'S POISONED AND POLLUTED BY THE PEOPLE AS IT GOES  ALONG ITS WAY 
 
C                                                               G  
DON'T GO NEAR THE WATER CHILDREN SEE THE FISH ALL D EAD UPON THE SHORE 
C                 D                                    G 
DON'T GO NEAR THE WATER CAUSE THE WATER ISN'T WATER ANYMORE 
 
 
I TOOK MY BOY FISHIN' TO MY OLD FAVORITE FISHIN' HO LE 
I HAD CAUGHT MANY A FISH OUT OF THAT DEEP CLEAR WAT ER 
FROM THE TIME I WAS A BOY LIKE HIM 
AFTER WE'D FISHED A FEW MINUTES HE SAID DID YOU GET  A BITE YET DADDY 
 
I SAID I THINK I GOT A NIBBLE SON; ME TOO HE SAID 
THEN HE SAID DADDY IF WE CATCH A FISH CAN WE EAT HI M 
I SAID WELL THERE WAS A TIME SON 
THIS WATER'S BAD NOW AND I MIGHT NOT BE SAFE TO EAT  THE FISH  
BUT THERE WAS A TIME 
 
 
THERE WAS A TIME THE AIR WAS CLEAN AND YOU COULD SE E FOREVER CROSS THE PLAINS 
THE WIND WAS SWEET AS HONEY AND NO ONE HAD EVER HEARD OF ACID RAIN 
WE'RE TORTURIN' THE EARTH AND POURIN' EVERY KIND OF  EVIL IN THE SEA 
WE VIOLATED NATURE AND OUR CHILDREN HAVE TO PAY THE PENALTY 
 
C                                                               G  
DON'T GO NEAR THE WATER CHILDREN SEE THE FISH ALL D EAD UPON THE SHORE 
C                 D                                    G 
DON'T GO NEAR THE WATER CAUSE THE WATER ISN'T WATER ANYMORE 
  
 
 


