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BACKSTAGE PASS  
(To A Willie Nelson Show) 
 
Spoken: Hello, I'm Johnny Cash.   
        One night, I had a backstage pass to a Will ie Nelson show. 
 
Intro: D 
Chorus: 
            D                      A 
THERE WERE WACKOS AND WEIRDOS AND DINGBATS AND DODOS 
     E                            A     A     A7 
AND ATHLETES AND MOVIE STARS AND DAVID ALLAN COE 
          D                          A 
THERE WAS LEATHER AND LACE AND EVERY MINORITY RACE 
         E                                 A 
WITH A BACKSTAGE PASS TO THE WILLIE NELSON SHOW 
 
A                                 E 
KRISTOFFERSON GOT AN OFFER FOR A MOVIE 
                                  A 
PROMOTERS CLOSED ANOTHER DEAL OR TWO 
                                D 
WAYLON GOT A CALL FROM HIS SON SHOOTER 
    G                              E 
AND HE WENT HOME THE MINUTE HE WAS THRU 
A                           E 
I MOVED WITH THE MOB AT INTERMISSION 
                                             A 
TO THE GREEN ROOM WHERE YOU SEE WHO YOU CAN SEE 
                                      D 
THERE WERE HAS-BEENS, WOULD-BE'S, AND NEVER-WERE'S 
A                 E                A 
PAUPERS PUNKS AND MILLIONAIRES AND ME 
 
Repeat Chorus 
A                                        E 
HELL'S ANGELS BLOCKED THE TRAFFIC TO THE BUILDING 
   A 
IN ORDER FOR THE BEER TRUCK TO COME THRU 
    A                                 D 
AND WAITIN' IN THE WINGS TO SING WITH WILLIE 
     G                                E 
WERE HOPEFUL STARS OF FLICKERING MAGNITUDE 
A                                           E 
THERE WAS A SINGER WILLIE KNEW BACK IN THE FIFTIES 
                                   A 
WHO ONCE PAID HIM 50 DOLLARS FOR A SONG 
           D                      D 
THERE WERE WOMEN WHO ONCE DID AND SOME WHO STILL WOULD 
  A                  E            A 
I HEARD ONE ASK "DID CONNIE COME ALONG" 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
A 
I WISH YOU COULD'VE BEEN THERE 
A 
OH, MAYBE YOU WERE! 
 
A    D  E  A  


